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Visual writing is the language of stories. This language translates a vision of 
some potential reality, including settings, events, motivation, and dialogue, 
into aesthetics, movement, and dramatic action, that can be presented 
cinematically. If writers were able to do this, they would be writing 
"shooting scripts" and directing, and their names would be given 
prominence at the front of the film. But few writers can write visually, so 
directors have someone else translate the script into visual language, if it 
gets done at all.



CHARACTERISTICS OF VISUAL WRITING...

● It constructs dramatic action so that the reader visualizes the 
character's experience. This includes the set, symbols, the motif, and 
the set as character.

● It constructs dramatic action so that the producer and director can 
easily translate the story to screen.

● It projects dramatic action primarily from the experience of the 
character, and secondarily from the writer. Doing it should begin 
from understanding what an actor does. It is not the writer telling 
the tale, it's the characters.



HOW TO TELL IF YOU ARE 
CREATING IMAGES--OR, 
ABSTRACTIONS?



In order to make your writing more visual, it must offer 2 things:
1) IMAGES
2) CONCRETE DETAILS: This is in contrast to abstraction, which 

offer the idea of image, without providing enough information for 
readers to actually create their own mental vision.

Abstractions are generalities. They are also things we completely take 
for granted,which means you may sometimes, not even notice you are 
using them.



WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING 
DO YOU FIND MORE VISUALLY 
COMPELLING?





Abstractions can show up at any level within the story, in plot, theme, and 

character. At best, they use a foundation of shared understanding to build 

common ground with the reader. At worst, they end up as shallow stereotypes, 

symptomatic of authors unwilling to dig deeper for the unique and vibrant 

specificities of their own stories.

If you can learn to replace abstractions in your descriptions and the narrative 

itself, the bigger-picture generalities will often fall away effortlessly.

https://www.helpingwritersbecomeauthors.com/why-character-stereotypes-are-good/


3 Ways to Make Your Writing More Visual

Figuring out how to make your writing more visual 

is as simple as following these three steps.



1. Discover Your Story’s Inherent Images

Before you can make your writing more visual for your 

readers, you must first be able to visualize it for yourself.

● Dive into you’re Dreamzone
● Collect Images
● Never settle for a Genre
● Pretend You’re watching a movie



2. Use a Theme to Refine Your Story’s Images

Imagery is powerful because it is visceral: it plunges your 

readers into places, situations, and relationships they would 

never have otherwise experienced. But it’s arguably even 

more powerful because it is inherently subliminal.

● Advance Your Plot
● Use your Images to create poetry in motion



3. Bring Your Story’s Images to Life

Now that you’ve learned how to discover and refine the right choice of imagery for your 

story, you get to start bringing those images to life.

● Show, Don’t Tell

It’s not enough to simply tell readers “a boat moved through the river,” you must 

bring the moment to life in a way that makes them feel the bump of the waves, the 

spray of the water, and the hot reflection of the sun. Showing gives readers the 

details they need to bring the scene to life in their own imaginations. It provides 

them the tools to become, essentially, your co-writer.

https://www.helpingwritersbecomeauthors.com/6-ways-to-strengthen-your-writing-by-making-your-reader-your-co-writer/


● Choose Specificity

Choose your words carefully—they are your only weapon. Look for 

specific and vibrant choices. Don’t write “off-white,” but “bone-white,” 

“moon-white,” but “white the shade of week-old snow.” One well-chosen 

detail can bring to life an entire scene.

Exercise your right to colors. A single splash of color can transform a 

description. Which do you see more clearly?

“She shrugged into her coat.” –or– “She shrugged into her scarlet 

coat.”



There are only a handful of things that raise a 
novel out of the pile of mediocrity and into 
something truly memorable for your readers. 
Strong visual writing is one of those 
things. If you can convince readers to imagine 
your story as vividly as you imagine it yourself, 
you will have succeeded in your first, and 
arguably most important, task as a writer: that 
of bringing your story to life!!



THANK YOU!


